
   

  Page 1 of 11 

   

 

Term 1 Newsletter 2020-21  

Milestone Academy 
 Ash Road, New Ash Green, Kent DA3 8JZ 

 www.milestoneacademy.org.uk   T: 01474 709420 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Families, 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the 2020-21 academic year. 

May I start by thanking all parents and families for the understanding 
and collaborative manner you have worked with myself and colleagues 
as we have sought to reinvigorate the entire Milestone Academy Estate. 

Having to take in and apply vast amounts of bespoke Covid-19 related 
information whilst at the same time ensuring that your son/daughter 
saw September as the time one starts back to school again was, I am sure, 
a challenge for each and every parent and carer.  

Thus, I want to send not only my deep thanks for your collaborative 
approach but also to say a huge ‘well done’ to all parents and families 
for the efforts you have made to ensure Milestone Academy went back 
to being in place as fully as possible in September.  

I mention this huge well done as I want parents and families to see the 
positive impact you have contributed to bringing Milestone back to life 
and if I could I would clap my hands loudly for and to you all.  

With regards to the content of the newsletter, you can see that my 
colleagues and our pupils have been focusing on what we do best which 
is the delivery of personalised teaching and learning. You can see how 
the breadth of what has occurred is included both within and beyond 
class rooms.   

A particular innovation that has caught our entire attention is our 
music teacher Jack’s development of ‘Milestone Radio’ broadcast to 
every class and office computer each Friday at 10:30am – please read 
Jack’s contribution in this newsletter.   Jack, through this smart 
innovative development and use of our IT Google platform, connects the 
entire estate on a Friday (main and satellite sites), and pupils and staff 
can be seen and heard signing along to Jack’s wonderful guitar playing 
and singing. Jack welcomes requests and to share with readers one of my 
musical likes, I suggested ‘Mr Blue Sky’ (Jeff Lynne – ELO) as one of the 
first songs to be played - but I can assure you I did not pull rank and 
dutifully took my place in the request queue whilst Jack sang other 
suggestions first! 

Finally, I am sure you will want me to thank Milestone’s excellent staff 
for all they have done for your son/daughter. This has been quite a term; 
however, by us all continuing to work together we will, I am sure, meet 
these Covid challenges as I think we all know they will be with us for a 
while yet. 

Do have a restful and safe Term 1 into 2 break. 

Kind regards 

Nigel Jones  

Principal, Milestone Academy  

 
 

 

Reporting Pupil Absence  

Please note that absence must 
be notified directly to the 
school by phone or email, 

messages should not be passed 
via transport 

 

 

Notice 
Thankyou for working with us 

to help us manage parking since 
September. To make things even 
more efficient please could all 
parents and carers dropping 
their children off at school in 
the morning return to their 
cars and vacate the space as 

soon as possible. This will enable 
the traffic to keep flowing so we 
can get the children into school 

quickly. 

 

Term Dates 
Term 2: 2nd Nov – 18th Dec 
Term 3: 4th Jan – 10th Feb 

Term 4: 22nd Feb – 1st April 
Term 5: 19th April – 28th May  

Term 6: 7th June – 21st July 
Staff dev days: 11th & 12th Feb, 

22nd July 

 

 

Notice 

Please ensure that your 
KCC transport driver and 
escort know the needs of 

your child. 
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Phase 1 

It has been so lovely to welcome the Phase 1 pupils back to school this term. We have had a 
few colleagues join our department from across the Academy and beyond. In addition, we 
have welcomed many new students into Lower Phase 1 and all are settling well, enjoying 
their new learning environments. 
Our Specialist Intervention Nursery has also moved off site and is now located on the Cherry 
Orchard Academy site. Our very young learners are enjoying the new location and resources 
which is having a positive impact on their learning both with us and beyond our Academy. 
Panther Class have all settled back into school really well and are responding positively to 
new routines. This term's topic has been 'all about me' and we have also explored the artist 
Van Gogh. We have made starry night pictures using bubble wrap and drawn around each 
other in science, identifying body parts as we go.  
Leopard Class have really enjoyed our topic of "me myself and I " This has involved us 
learning all about ourselves, including where we live, what we look like and what we like to 
eat. We have enjoyed making self-portraits using a variety of cooking lessons to do this as 
well as extending our art knowledge and learning all about Van Gogh.  
Giraffe Class have been learning about Van Gogh in Art. Pupils have  
been recreating some of his pictures including 'Starry Night',  
'Sunflowers and 'Poppies''.  
Lion Class have settled back to school and have enjoyed our topic  
Me, myself and I. Especially practicing procedures that doctors  
perform to help keep us healthy.  
Tiger Class have been experiencing a variety of outdoor learning to  
develop social skills for play, imagination and turn taking while  
learning to access these areas of the school site safely and appropriately. 
Flamingo Class have explored our body parts through action songs  
and multi-sensory exploration. We have also explored our likes and  
dislikes through a variety of learning opportunities. Pupils have all settled really well back in 
to the new school year and we are looking forward to a great year of learning!  
Penguin Class have welcomed in our new N2 pupils who have settled in very quickly and are 
loving and thriving on all the new sensory experiences open to them in the classroom.  
Our new year ‘R’ pupils, have totally embraced the change from part  
time to ‘fulltime!’ All the children have worked hard this term, and  
even within this seven week term, we have seen, noticed and  
celebrated each child’s progress and achievements.  
Bear Class have settled in fantastically. We have all gained  
independence in our own ways. We have really enjoyed reading and  
exploring our new book 'Woodland sounds'. 
Koala Class had the privilege of having new students join the school  
who have been delightful to teach. We have been able to do some  
fantastic paintings with the children and taking some time out to  
know more about them individually. We have seen a lot of progress  
with each child in the class, some of which has amazed the staff in Koala class so much and 
working very closely with the children's parents has also helped us to do more for each child.  
Turtle Class have focused on learning about who we are and how important we are. During 
our craft and sensory lessons, we have been using our senses to make choices. One of our 
favorite activities has been tasting and smelling new foods and making pancake and pasta 
smiley faces. We have watched the weather change from summer to autumn and have 
enjoyed group learning such as parachute games, treasure hunts and sensory mark making 
outside. 
 
Next term our topic is "A time to celebrate" where we will be learning all about Christmas 
and the story of the Nativity as well as expanding our knowledge of other faiths and 
celebrations. It has been wonderful to see how settled the children are in Phase 1 and thank 
you all for your ongoing support during these times. 
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Phase 2 

It has been a pleasure to welcome back all Phase 2 pupils after an extended time away from 
education. I think the staff were as excited as the families and pupils to see each other again! 
Our pupils have settled back extremely well and adapted to working within the bubble. 
Pupils have enjoyed time with our football coach Liam from Dartford FC. They have been 
working on lots of different skills and playing some fun football games during the sessions. The 
pupils have really enjoyed the opportunity to access these sessions during PE and lunchtime club. 
As part of our Religion topic The Harvest Festival each class made a scarecrow for our Phase 2 
Scarecrow Competition: all entrants were superb and after much deliberation the winning 
entrant was made by Coast Class - our Covid compliant scarecrow featuring visor, gloves, apron 
and ‘mask, hands, space’ rosette! The winner was announced on air during our weekly Milestone 
Radio, hosted by Captain Jack! 
Mountain Class enjoyed reading and immersing ourselves in the story  
‘Supertato’. We made our very own Supertato and evil pea characters, they  
looked great! Our music, art and PE lessons have been great fun too and we  
have loved tuning into ‘Milestone Radio’ with Jack on a Friday. 
Woodland Class have been exploring new toys whilst accessing our equipment  
and have especially enjoyed the flashing giggle ball. We have been listening to  
and experiencing the story ‘Supertato’ - we have explored beans, peas and ice  
with our hands and feet and smelt and tasted smelly cheese! In Science, we have  
been learning about electrical appliances and have experienced an electricity  
massage story - it was electrifying! We have used switches to activate  
electrical appliances, lights, vibrating toys and the hair dryer. The foot spa  
was a firm favourite. 
Orchard Class enjoyed reading the story “superworm” and completed some  
fantastic work in English related to the story, looking at rhyming words and  
repeating refrains. In science, we focused on electricity and pupils particularly enjoyed creating 
a circuit together to power a fan and a lightbulb! We discussed the health and safety 
surrounding using electrical equipment, and were able to identify potential hazards.  
Meadow Class had a fantastic time working as a team to create a scarecrow during RE to 
celebrate the harvest festival. In science we have been learning about electricity and the 
importance of electrical safety. We are able to identify and explain the dangers around 
electricity. We have been able to create our very own superheroes in English describing their 
attributes and features that make them special. In art we have been investigating Gustav Klimt, 
we have created a life size Klimt inspired person incorporating  
all of the key features of his artwork.  
Coast Class had many sensory experiences which we enjoyed  
and worked on each of our senses. We have been following our  
daily routine and working hard on our physical targets.  
We had fun creating our class scarecrow for the scarecrow  
competition. We have enjoyed our sensory story for this term  
‘Supertato’ for which we have explored many different  
textures and materials.  
Forest Class have all engaged well in their sensory writing  
sessions as well in RE where they have been learning about the  
festivals of Sukkot, Harvest and Diwali. Pupils enjoyed making  
their own Sukkah to celebrate the festival of Sukkot and they used different classroom materials 
to help them make it before sitting in it to enjoy a story. They have also enjoyed their Art lessons 
and completing work in the style of Gustav Klimt. Forest class have also been learning about the 
Great Fire of London and they really enjoyed rebuilding London by creating towers and houses 
out of Duplo and building blocks. 
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Children in Need 
Pupils and staff are invited to wear their own clothes on Friday 13th November and  
make a £1 donation to help support the appeal, which this year is focusing on  
children's mental wellbeing. Anything non-uniform is fine - this can include  
fancy-dress, sports kit or spotty items of clothing if you wish.   
Phases will provide more information on events they are running. 

 
 

M@DPA 
Our topic this term has been ‘Heroes and Villains’. 
Moonbeam Class particularly enjoyed reading the ‘Supertato’ books in English, where we were able 
to make and write about some of our favourite characters. In Science, we learnt about Electricity 
and making our very own circuits, where we experimented with extra batteries and lightbulbs to 
see what would happen.  
Nova Class began the term by reading and writing alternative fairytales, considering the 
characters in each text and what their role was. We looked at our favourite villains and heroes 
from Disney films, exploring these characters through their songs, whilst also writing acrostics 
centred around the words heroes and villains. In Science, we created circuits and explored how to 
make sure that our circuit is complete and identifying reasons why a circuit  
may not work. We also enjoyed our work in History centred on the Great  
Fire of London, during which we learnt the timeline and causes of the fire. 
Comet Class have enjoyed reading the story Supertato, where we have 
joined in lots of fun and creative activities including, designing and 
making our very own Super Veg (please see picture). In maths some of us 
have been working on classifying skills alongside the topic Superheros, 
making masks and labelling what we see, whilst some of us have been 
working on place value and addition skills. 
 
Sam Jolliffe – Satellite Director  

Notice 
 
Please do not enter the reception area unless you are wearing a mask,  
use the intercom. 
Maximum of 2 visitors in reception at one time – please wait outside  
until someone has left if necessary. 
Please remain behind the Perspex screen.  

  

School photos  
Braiswick photographers will be coming in on the following dates to do school photographs so 
please add the dates to your diaries: Wednesday 11th November - main site - aiming to start photos 
at 9:30am. They will be done before 2pm when students leave. 
Monday 23rd November – satellites – M@TLA: 9am (approx), M@DPA: 10:30am – 11:30am (approx), 
M@WA: 2pm (approx). 
 
The photographer will wear PPE, socially distance at all times, there will be a strict timetable through 
the phases (bubbles) and frequent touch points cleaned in between bubbles. 
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Phase 3 

Term 1 is usually an exciting yet challenging term, with this year being no exception and 
providing some additional challenges; students becoming familiar with a new class 
environment, new people and new changes to help make school a safer place. We are so very 
proud of how the students in Phase 3 have settled into this new academic year and the 
resilience, maturity and engagement they have demonstrated. We would particularly like to 
thank families for their incredible support during the period of self-isolation for our Phase 3 
learners. You have worked really hard to facilitate learning from home and it has been so 
valuable to receive photos/ emails and completed work as well as updates by telephone. 
The topic in Phase 3 this term has been ‘In the News’. Our term two topic is  
celebrations, so lots of fun learning opportunities lie ahead.  
Sparta class have been reading about "CHUNK" the monster in English.  
We all made our own monster and gave them each a backstory using some  
amazing adjectives. Sparta class have been improving their football technique.  
Steve the PE teacher tells me we have the makings of a great team! 
Roman Class have been working on our individual learning plans through  
all areas of our curriculum in term 1. We explored the exciting news of  
Roman Class finding golden tickets in our sensory story ‘Roman Class and  
the chocolate factory’. In the sensory science weather newsroom, we  
explored different types of weather using a range of sensory materials.  
Saxon Class have been working upon their individual learning plans and  
learning all about the classroom name. They have found out about the mighty  
Saxon hero, Beowulf who saved the King of Denmark from various monsters.  
The pupils have made Saxon castles, labelling and counting the features, they have made Saxon 
houses with wood and straw, as well as enjoying the celebratory part of the sensory story, once 
Beowulf is Victorious! 
Empire Class have studied our local history, thinking about the village that the school is 
situated in and also our personal history. During our English lessons we have explored 
chocolate, and have read the story of ‘The Chocolate Monster,’ creating and adding describing 
labels about monsters we have designed and thinking about foods that have chocolate and 
chocolate that we like or dislike. We have discussed disguises and what they do, have made 
ourselves disguises and then made them into wanted posters, seeing if we can still be 
recognised. 
Norman Class have been enjoying working on our listening skills in English, playing sound 
bingo games and identifying different transport, animal and instrument sounds. We have 
completed different number and grouping activities and games during Maths and in Cooking 
and Nutrition, the class have had fun exploring and making some great British recipes. In PE 
the Normans had a great time joining in with different ball skill games including basketball, 
rounders and boccia.  
Tudor Class worked upon our individual learning plans and 
generalised our skills by exploring our immediate community  
and have become familiar with our new teaching staff and peers. 
We enjoyed making fairy cakes for our friends, mark making  
using a variety of materials and exploring equipment to climb on.  
Our sensory story this term has been ‘Aliens from zum zee coming  
to tea’, we have had a tea party at the end of each story.  
Viking Class have been taking a look at local history and learning  
about the human body in science. We have had some great class  
discussions and students invented their own product to sell to  
Dragons Den! We have enjoyed reading George’s Marvellous  
Medicine as a class too. 
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Phase 4 

Milestone@The Leigh Academy (M@TLA) 
 

Milestone @ the Leigh have started the year with our usual  
energy and enthusiasm. Students have been learning about their  
human rights, circuits and electricity, culture and media, creation  
stories, making stop-motion videos, and about fiction and  
nonfiction. They have also been busy honing their maths skills  
around place value, addition and subtraction, and problem-solving. 
We have introduced one lesson per week focused on using  
technology to enhance learning, keeping in line with the LAT's  
new Digital Strategy, and we are thrilled with how much  
progress our students have made in this area. 
In addition to our regular lessons, we have re-started our range of  
lunchtime clubs, including choir, art club, craft club, typing club,  
and healthy living club. In drama, our students have been looking  
at musical theatre, and are excitedly planning an interim  
production - hopefully so we can show off our skills sometime  
before Christmas. We are pleased to be back at the Leigh, and we  
have found a new favourite break time activity: basketball!  
I think that this photo captures everyone's energy and enthusiasm  
very well! 

 
Kyle Marsh – Satellite Director 

 
 

Milestone@Wilmington Academy (M@WA) 
 

This year we have welcomed a large cohort of new  
students to Milestone@Wilmington. Everyone has settled  
in well and begun to learn the new routine. As part of the  
BTEC in work skills the M@W cafe is running again, with  
students learning the skills associated with the different  
jobs. As we are unable to leave the site for external work  
experience we have also set up another onsite work  
experience - Green Fingers Gardening.  
 
Students are all continuing to access work using a wide  
range of mediums and following the success of using  
Google Classroom for home-schooling we have included  
this in our weekly lessons and for homework.  
In addition to all the academic subjects the students  
also enjoy recreation on Fridays. As part of this they  
organised a MacMillan Coffee Morning where they  
raised £177.25 for a great cause.  
 
Liesl Andersson – Satellite Director 
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The pupils have returned to school positively and re-integrated back  
into school really well. It has been fantastic to get to know all of the  
pupils in Phase 4 and see how well they have dealt with the  
changes that have had to happen in school. This term’s topic has  
been “Who are we?” and “Family Values.” All of the pupils have  
shown a fantastic level of engagement with this topic. 
Canterbury Class have really enjoyed being back together again. 
We have begun to develop our outdoor area with new planting and  
some fun ideas for bird feeders and a bug hotel. We have been  
cooking "Family Favourites" in Food Tech. Our overall favourite  
was definitely apple crumble! Our Science topic was "body parts  
and senses" and the best lesson was tasting sweet and sour! We are  
all looking forward to next term and any challenges it may bring. 
Scotney Class It's been so nice to have all our students back in this  
term and lovely to see how well they are all settling back into the  
school routine. We have enjoyed science lessons where we have  
been tasting, smelling, hearing, feeling and seeing different stimuli  
along with using mirrors to paint our self-portraits. We have been  
cooking family favourites in Food tech and enjoyed making and  
eating cakes, bread and pizzas to name but a few. 
Eynsford Class have been working really hard on identifying ‘more’  
in a range of contexts. We have been exploring the term ‘more’ in  
our cooking and nutrition lessons by using and measuring  
ingredients. We have also been asking for ‘more’ of our favourite  
items/ activities and songs during our communication lessons by  
forming sentences to request more by constructing sentences. 
Dover Class have all settled well back into the school routine and it  
has been lovely getting to know them and seeing them form new  
peer relationships. We have particularly enjoyed our food and  
nutrition lessons this term. We have made a variety of family  
favourites from pizzas to sausage rolls and cakes.  
Our favourite was the cupcake with buttercream icing!  
During our gardening sessions, we have been preparing the  
raised beds ready for us to plant some new fruits and  
vegetables, it was a very difficult task as there were lots of  
weeds that needed to be pulled out! 
Leeds Class have been very excited to see our pupils back in  
school. We are amazed at how much they have grown and  
developed skills over lockdown. We have enjoyed cooking this  
term. We enjoyed making cheese straws, shepherd’s pie, apple  
crumble cake, chorizo wraps and frittata Cakes. We really  
liked the shepherd’s pie, it tasted delicious! 
On Fridays, Paige experiments with Sensory Science and completes  
some amazing creations. The children really liked watching the  
lava lamps they made last week with the adults. 
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Events at Milestone in Term 1 

 

Harvest Festival 

As part of Harvest and RE celebrations in Phase 2 we had a Scarecrow competition!  

Each class have made a scarecrow and the parade and judging was on Friday. 

The winner was Coast Class with their Covid secure scarecrow!  

Student Council  
Student council representatives have been elected in all classes across the school and we are looking 

forward to having virtual meetings so everyone can meet together after half term. Last year’s council 
wanted to look at dinners and recycling, we will discuss how to move forward with these areas, as well 

as looking at new ideas for the student council to work with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magpie Dance Classes – October 2020 
Over the past term selected students in Phase 3 have had the opportunity to participate in a series of 
online dance sessions provided by ‘Magpie Dance’. This is the UK’s leading dance charity for people 

with learning disabilities. We have trialed some seated dance sessions for them in school and will feed 
back what the students and staff think about the lessons. 

Over the half term holiday Magpie are running a series of online dance sessions and have provided 
us with the information below, if this would be of interest to you. 

From Tuesday 27th - Friday 30th October, participants are invited to work with the Magpie team, 
share ideas, create new dances and have their chance to shine in a funky music video! The sessions 

will be taking place on Zoom so that they are fully engaging and interactive. The best part is, that no 
matter where you are in the UK, you can still join in! 

Key Details: Date: 27th - 30th October 2020 Time: 10.30am - 3.00pm Cost: £12.50 per day or £50 for the 
4-day course Location: Zoom Extra Information: Suitable for people with learning disabilities to find 
out more, email ayannaallen@magpiedance.org.uk, call 07597 266717 by 5pm Tuesday 20th October, 

or follow this link to sign up now! 
 

Bore Place 
Some students in Dover class have had the opportunity to access Bore Place as  
part of their work experience since we returned in September. Pupils have all  
really enjoyed having this opportunity and always come back into school talking  
about what they have done. They have spent some time with the calves at the  
farm and harvested apples that they then used to make apple crumble.  

Milestone Radio 
Music Assemblies at Milestone have been repurposed in Term 1 and I'm very proud to share with you 
the launch of Milestone Radio! Classes have been tuning in via google meet and requesting their  
song choices which are performed live and acoustically by Jack  
the music teacher. It's been wonderful to see how Milestone Radio  
has brought together our community here. Not only on our main  
site, but across all our satellites as well. 
Students can see their friends in other classes via google meet  
and love to send messages to each other through the radio  
chatbox whilst they enjoy the song requests. I hope to be able to  
continue Milestone Radio here for a long time to come :) 
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Curriculum Update 
The Milestone Academy curriculum approach reflects our respect for each student as an 
individual, aiming to develop knowledge, understanding and independence through a 
transdisciplinary theme approached curriculum through the school (excluding Early Years and 
the Sixth Form). These transdisciplinary themes, which focus on areas that go across subject areas, 
are based on the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme. Across these key 
stages, pupils will all focus on the same transdisciplinary theme over a term, around which 
learning will be planned.  
These themes are: 

• Who we are 
• Where we are in place and time 
• How we express ourselves 
• How the world works 
• How we organise ourselves 
• Sharing the planet 

 
As a school we have created a curriculum that follows the themes in conjunction with each Phase, 
enabling a whole school theme during each term, whilst following topics that are appropriate, 
current and age/ subject appropriate. Over the next few terms we will share further information 
regarding aspects of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme that we will be 
introducing across school. We are also currently developing our Blended Learning Policy, 
ensuring that should a pupil not be in school for Covid related reasons, the curriculum can be 
continued in the home setting. Thank you to families who completed the Remote Learning 
questionnaire earlier this term as the information you provided has been integral to the 
development of our plans in this area. 
 
Further information regarding the curriculum can be found on the website which also has the 
full 2020-21 curriculum document. 
https://milestoneacademy.org.uk/provision/curriculum/ 
 
Janet Tidmas 
Vice Principal 

 

Parent Consultations 
Parent consultations will take place during the week commencing 9th November 2020 and will be 
conducted by phone calls. Your child’s teachers will let you know the previous week of the day they 
intend to call and whether it will be during the morning, afternoon of after school. Before the meeting 
you will be provided with updated Provision Plans for your child, which will include small step targets 
for terms 2 & 3 and updated outcomes for those in a new Key Stage (Years 1, 3, 7, 10 and 12). 

If you would also like to discuss provision with a member of the Therapy Team or specialist teacher 
who supports your child, please contact school using the info@milestoneacademy.org.uk email address 
and they will forward your request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://milestoneacademy.org.uk/provision/curriculum/
mailto:info@milestoneacademy.org.uk
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Guidance on making payments 

 

Trips & Other Contributions 
Payment can be made via our online payment system SchoolMoney (www.eduspot.co.uk) which 
is our preferred option or via cash or cheque. If you have not previously logged into 
SchoolMoney and need a reminder of your password please contact the finance office 
(finance@milestoneacademy.org.uk). 
If you send money into school please enclose it in a sealed envelope clearly labelled with your 
child’s name, class and the nature of the payment. Cheques should be made payable to 
“Milestone Academy”. We strongly discourage sending in large amounts of cash with your child 
or with your child’s transport escort. We cannot be held responsible for money which goes 
missing between home and school. 
If you send in cash, please send in the exact amount of money requested as we do not always 
have immediate access to change and want to avoid sending home money with pupils which 
may go missing. 

 
Dinner Money 

Main site (New Ash Green): 
Payment is required in advance for school meals which are currently charged at £2.20 per day 
- weekly cost £11.00. The school will not allow large debts to accumulate for dinner money. 
Dinner money is run on an account system and a charge will only be made on the days that 
your child has a meal. Payment can be made via SchoolMoney, cash or cheque. Payments will 
be credited to the account as soon as they are received and any money remaining on the 
account at the end of the week will be carried over to the following week. It is the responsibility 
of parents/carers to pay the amount they wish to be credited to the account and ensure the 
account remains in credit. We do not send home change. 
SchoolMoney is our preferred method of payment. SchoolMoney will show the maximum 
amount which is payable for school dinners for the whole year and you should change this to 
the actual amount you wish to pay. It does not provide the facility to check the balance on your 
child’s dinner money account and if you require an update on this you should contact the 
finance office. 
Dinner money sent into school should be in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, class and 
“Dinner Money” written on it. This will help ensure it is allocated to your child’s account 
correctly. 

Milestone @ Dartford Primary Academy (DPA): 
School dinners are provided by Olive Dining with payment being made directly to them. 
Payment arrangements will be advised separately by the Star Centre. As with the main site, 
payment is required in advance and Olive Dining will not allow large debts to accumulate. 

Milestone@The Leigh (M@TLA) & Milestone @ Wilmington (M@WA: 
Meal options and payment arrangements will be advised separately directly from those 
satellites. 

 

The link below takes you to the Family Fund website. They support families to get essential items.  

 

https://www.familyfund.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

http://www.eduspot.co.uk/
mailto:finance@milestoneacademy.org.uk
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/
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Other information 

MEDICATION 

Please ensure that any medication sent to school is passed from adult to adult and not in your child’s 
school bag. Please be aware that KCC provide the school transport. Please ensure that the driver and 
escort know of any medical needs that your child may have. 

 

Therapy Team News 
It is lovely to be back working with our pupils again in school. Term 1 is always about getting to 
know the new children and making sure all pupils have the equipment and resources they need. If 
communication or sensory resources are still at home since lockdown or summer holidays then 
please send them in.  If any communication resources need updating, do let us know. 
I am pleased to welcome Gem Price, Speech & Language Therapist to the team.  Gem is in school on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
If there was a prize for outstanding communication intervention then it would have to go to 
Phase 1 this term. Lead by Nicky McCarthy, Phase 1 Leader and in collaboration with Tim Sibson, 
speech & language therapy assistant, staff in phase 1 are learning new signs and have attended 
the first in a series of PECS workshops.  
The NHS Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists have been in school two days every week 
since the beginning of term. This has enabled us to have all specialist equipment (postural seating, 
standing frames and walkers) adjusted for growth and reviewed for suitability. 
Physiotherapy and Occupational therapy reviews are now taking place each week in the Therapy 
room. Parents are contacted prior to the review and following the review to discuss progress and 
targets. Anne Cherriman OT/Physio assistant) and a member of the class team attend the reviews 
so classes can incorporate targets into the daily routine. The therapist will contact families 
separately to discuss targets to work on at home. 
If families contact Wheelchair  
services to repair a wheelchair in  
school please could you inform  
reception or the class teacher so that  
school can plan for their visit. 
We welcome parental engagement so  
please feel you are able to get in touch  
if there are any questions or concerns. 

 

Liz Skilton & The Therapy Team  

 

 

Healthcare Plans for pupils – Updated 
There is a dedicated email address for changes/amendments to IHPs. We are asking parents/carers to 
please email: pupilhealthplans@milestoneacademy.org.uk with any changes or amendments to their 
child’s IHP. If you do not have access to emails, then please write to Nigel Jones, Principal, with any 
changes or amendments needed to your child’s IHP. 
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