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Dear Parents Families and Carers - Welcome to our Christmas 2020 
Milestone Academy Newsletter.  

Inside one will find a welcome insight into Milestone Academy and all 
that has been going on activity and learning wise during this term 
across our main and satellite settings. I would also urge readers to 
engage with articles covering varied topics such as our Curriculum 
Update, Therapy Team’s news, Sports insight and Friends of Milestone 
update. Readers will also find articles covering Imago Short Breaks 
Service, Guidance on Making Payments and Individual Health Care 
plans.  
On a practical front, may I also politely draw drivers’ attention (and I 
will alert our KCC drivers) to the use of the roundabout adjacent to 
our site at peak dropping off/picking up times.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
My reason for drawing readers attention to this roundabout is that, 
quite independently, a number of drivers have met myself and Stuart 
to share their concerns that cars/buses are sometimes queuing actually 
on the roundabout, which not only causes inconvenience to others but 
these drivers were stating this could also lead to an accident occurring.  
In parallel, I also realise that knowing when there will be a space for 
one’s car to join the back of the queue on the spur road that leads 
directly onto site entrance road is also very difficult to predict.   
As the road surface that is attached to the roundabout itself is under 
Kent Highways’ authority i.e. is not under Milestone’s direct control, I 
have decided to follow a two-part approach as an attempt to try and 
remedy this issue – as I/we simply have no room to make our site any 
larger. 

- On the one hand, I am respectfully asking that drivers do not 
queue on the roundabout 

- I have actioned Stuart to urgently contact KCC Highways to 
request a site visit, view the challenge we face at the 
roundabout and ask them if they can suggest remedies.  

I know we have more than ever since March when faced with complex 
issues worked together collaboratively to work our way through them 
and resolve them as best we can, and I would simply ask all drivers to 
adopt the same collaborative approach whilst we await KCC 
Highways’ response. 
Finally, I simply want to wish all parents, families, carers and pupils a 
safe Christmas and even more so a Happy New Year, and I am sure 
you would want me to wish all of my staff the same message too.  

Thank you, Warmest Wishes, Nigel Jones Principal 

 

 

Reporting Pupil Absence  

Please note that absence must 
be notified directly to the 
school by phone or email, 

messages should not be passed 
via transport 

Notice 
Thankyou for working with  

us to help us manage parking 
since September. To make things 
even more efficient please could 
all parents and carers dropping 

their children off at school in 
the morning return to their cars 
and vacate the space as soon as 

possible. This will enable the 
traffic to keep flowing so we  

can get the children into  
school quickly. 

 

 

Term Dates 
Term 3: 4th Jan – 10th Feb 

Term 4: 22nd Feb – 1st April 
Term 5: 19th April – 28th May  

Term 6: 7th June – 21st July 
Staff dev days: 11th & 12th Feb, 

22nd July 

 

Notice 

Please ensure that your 
KCC transport driver 

and escort know of any 
medical needs of your 

child. 
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Phase 1 have enjoyed our topic of "A special time of year" where we have learnt all about The Nativity, 
the artist Piet Mondrian, as well as how to take care of pets. We have worked really hard to produce 
our seasonal concert and are very excited to share this in the last week of term with our 
parents (virtually!). We are also looking forward to our Christmas parties taking place next week, 
with a surprise virtual visit from Father Christmas!  
Next term our topic is "once upon a time" where we are learning  
about various fairytales and magic through literature! It has  
been really good seeing the children access the new outside  
learning resources within our grounds. We have a small cottage  
within our wooded area that has been a real hit in relation to  
roleplay and the children supporting each other with their learning.  
Stepping Stones Nursery read the story ‘Sparks in the Sky’, explored  
the lights in the black out tent and made lots of colourful patterns  
with different media. We have been reading the sensory story  
‘Home for Christmas’. We also made Christmas cards, paper plate  
trees and explored some Christmas scented playdough.  
Turtle Class have been exploring winter and special celebrations  
through outdoor learning, play and sensory activities. We have all  
really enjoyed learning new songs, playing instruments, snowman  
painting, mince pie cooking and winter sensory play with Christmas  
smells and cinnamon playdough.  
Penguin Class have enjoyed lots of lovely sensory lessons exploring the  
topic 'Time to Celebrate'. The classroom has been filled with the aromas of  
Penguins cooking! From Remembrance Poppy Seed Cake, Bonfire  
cupcakes to Christmas mince pies and Gingerbread men cookie decorations!  
Flamingo Class have had a very busy term looking at lots of different  
celebrations including Diwali, Thanksgiving, Remembrance and Christmas.  
We have also been working on our virtual nativity assembly which has  
been great fun to do.  
Leopard Class have had a fantastic festive term and have enjoyed our  
topic "A special time of year". We have learnt about the nativity and the  
concept of advent, as well as enjoying our class advent calendar! The class  
have all worked incredibly hard and have particularly enjoyed cooking  
where we made a variety of sweet treats that we eat at celebrations.  
Bear Class have worked so hard on our independence and are doing a  
fantastic job at becoming more independent throughout the school.  
Our favourite story this term has been 'Dear Santa' where we all took  
an active role in telling the story in a sensory way. We have finished the  
term enjoying Christmas theme activities as well as preparing our  
seasonal concert! 
Tiger Class have looked at Diwali, celebrating the festival of light. We  
made their own firework artwork and watched videos of Diwali  
celebrations around the world. During outdoor learning, we also explored  
sensory materials to make their own 'night sky' firework effects.  
Lion Class have been working hard on our targets and have especially  
enjoyed our story of “I know an old lady who swallowed some snow”.  
We explored all the things she swallowed including a top hat! 
Giraffe Class have been reading 'The Jolly Christmas Postman' in English this term. Pupils have 
written letters to Santa and designed their envelopes to send the letters in. As a class we were then 
able to walk to the postbox to post them. 
Panther Class have been exploring the Forest School area for Science and collecting items which we 
have used for sensory exploration. We have been learning about the four different seasons and have 
made up Autumn based sensory trays which we have enjoyed. We have also been enjoying the lead up 
to Christmas and have performed and recorded our concert song ‘Walking on Sunshine’ which will be 
available to view on Tapestry for parents. I’m sure you will all love it!  
 
We hope you all have a wonderful, safe Christmas and thank you all for your continued support in 
what has been quite a different term! 
Claire Woolmer – Phase 1 Director & Nicky McCarthy – Phase 1 Leader 
 

 

Phase 1 
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Term 2 has been yet another eventful time for all of us. Your children have continued to demonstrate their 
resilience and have been learning either in school or at home. Special thanks to our truly amazing Google 
Classroom Champions: Harvie, Finley, Ciaran and Arthur in Orchard, Bradley in Woodland, Jack D in 
Moonbeam; Tegan and Grace in Comet; Phoebe in Nova; and Lily, Vinnie, Jack, Lucie and Julian in 
Meadow. It has been lovely to see how well you have continued to learn at home! Well done! 
Mountain Class have enjoyed a term of blended learning, both in school and at home. It was great to get 
Google Classroom up and running, with lots of learning activities for the children to complete and enjoy. 
Since returning, Mountain class have been practicing their signing for the virtual carol concert and taking 
part in lots of fun Christmas activities and crafts. We have been reading ‘The Crayon’s Christmas’ by Drew 
Daywalt and the children have loved engaging with the lift-the-flap book. 
Meadow Class really enjoyed our topic ‘King of the castle’. We liked learning  
the different signs for king and queen. We have really enjoyed the adapted  
story of Rapunzel by Bethan Woollvin. In English we wrote diary entries from  
Rapunzel’s point of view, describing our feelings. In RSE we have been  
learning about different types of families and learning that every family is  
different by asking some amazing questions to deepen our understanding.  
Our highlight of the term was performing our Christmas song ‘Santa Claus is  
coming to town’. We have been researching how Christmas is celebrated in  
various countries and wanted to help less fortunate children. We have decided  
to create a Christmas box of gifts to send to less fortunate children to spread  
Christmas joy.  
Forest Class have been working hard on the topic of ‘Kings and Queens’ and  
they engaged well with the story of Zog during their English lessons. The class  
have all been working hard during their Write Dance sessions and they have  
enjoyed their Cookery lessons which have all been linked to different special  
events that take place at this time of year, and they especially enjoyed making the Hanukkah Mendiants 
and the Rice Krispie Christmas trees. Also, all pupils within Forest class have been working hard on their 
Individual Learning Plans and they have been trying very hard to develop their independence skills.  
Orchard Class have particularly enjoyed exploring artwork by Kadinksy, recreating pieces of his art work 
using a variety of coloured circles. We have talked about different types of families and people who help us, 
identifying different people in the community who help us and what they do. We have enjoyed 
participating in some festive activities in the lead up to Christmas, particularly making our own salt dough 
tree decorations. Orchard class were fantastic at learning the signs to “Frosty the Snowman '' for our class 
Christmas video, and loved making a mess of the classroom during the performance! Well done to our 
Google Classroom Champions for your amazing home learning this term!  
Woodland Class enjoyed a sensory firework night story where we experienced  
the sounds and smells of the fireworks and activated firework lights using  
switches. We created fantastic firework paintings using dish brushes, scourers  
and a spinning platform. We have explored different textures-rough, smooth,  
wet and dry through messy play and especially enjoyed our Halloween themed  
session. In the interactive room we have focussed on exploring different objects  
under Ultra Violet light and chose our favourite items to hang on an  
exploration frame. 
Coast Class have been focussing on our topic, Kings and Queens, we enjoyed  
making crowns and trying ice jewels. We have enjoyed blended learning  
through the isolation period. 
This month we have completed a range of Christmas crafts, including making  
sensory books, wreaths and baubles. The class have also made delicious  
Christmas cakes to share with families. 
We have introduced a range of parachute games during the lunchtimes and our music and movement 
sessions which have been enjoyed by all the children. 
 
Michelle Hilton - Phase 2 Director & Lucy Sparkes – Phase 2 Leader 

Phase 2 
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Comet Class have enjoyed our story ‘On Sudden Hill’ this term, where we  
have explored how we can use cardboard boxes in imaginative ways and  
discussed different emotions and why we feel that way based on themes  
within the book. We have enjoyed practicing for our song ‘We Wish you  
a Merry Christmas’ for the Christmas Carol Concert during music, and  
have recreated works by the artist Kandinsky during our Art lessons.  
In Science we have been learning about the different stages of growing up  
and the different things we can do and why, when we get older.  
Moonbeam Class have really enjoyed our topic of “King of The Castle” this  
term. We particularly enjoyed learning about Kings & Queens in History  
and the Human Life Cycle in Science. We have also enjoyed making  
different seasonal recipes in Cooking including a traditional bonfire night  
‘Parkin Cake’. We have also been learning different songs in sign language,  
including ‘Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer’ and ‘This Is Me’ from The  
Greatest Showman.  
Nova Class’ topic this term has been “King of the castle”, which we have  
thoroughly enjoyed exploring. In reading, we began the term by reading a  
non-fiction text Story of Castles, which detailed the creation of castles and how they changed over time. We 
then read the story of King Arthur in The Adventures of King Arthur, considering the characters in the 
texts and predicting what will happen in the next chapters. In writing, we experimented with writing a 
legend associated with King Arthur, developing our idea of characters and setting and following the SWBST 
plot structure (Somebody, wanted, but, so, then). This was a challenging activity and the pupils did 
brilliantly with it!  
Sam Jolliffe – Satellite Director 

The Community Cupboard 
Given the current changes to the tier system and guidelines we would like to give you an update on our 
operational procedures. In light of Government restrictions, we have had to change a few things to reflect 
this. The first thing being that we are, at this moment UNABLE to make any deliveries ourselves. Quite 
simply we are facing a phenomenal demand for support that is unprecedented for us and growing daily. 
We are in the process of trying to acquire a vehicle which will be used solely for dedicated delivery days in 
the future, for those unable to come to us. This however will take some time to finalize and at present we 
simply do not have time to ensure deliveries are made ASAP and collection will speed things up significantly 
making sure help is obtained as fast as possible. All collections will be contactless. Anyone collecting from us 
will be asked to pull up outside, sound their horn and remain in the vehicle. We will then drop off the food 
parcel at a safe distance and return to the building at which point they can load the parcel into their 
vehicles. This is certainly very different from our ethos of a friendly face and voice but remaining open as 
long as possible to provide support for those in need is our absolute priority especially at this seasonal time.  
We have attached a copy of our referral form which enables us to prepare a suitable bespoke parcel for each 
family. This information is not shared with any other establishment without prior consent.   
As an independent Food bank, we do not require a voucher to be supplied for us to help those needing 
assistance. Having formed strong relationships with other agencies, we are also able, with prior agreement, 
to signpost to further support services that may be required. 
 
Our opening times for collections and donations are: 
Monday 10-12 
Tuesday 12-2 
Wednesday 10-12 
Thursday 12-2 
Friday 10-12 
 
The CC Team - www.thecommunitycupboard.co.uk 

 

Milestone@Dartford Primary Academy (M@DPA) 

 

http://www.thecommunitycupboard.co.uk/
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Viking Class have written to Donald Trump during our ‘In the News’ topic to tell him how he ought to 
have behaved after losing to Joe Biden - fortunately my students show much better behaviour than the 
current president. We looked at bullying by examining the behaviour of Dominic Cummings. I have been 
very impressed by their understanding of current affairs. We also looked at persecution and refugees. 
Students showed a lot of empathy toward people who have had to flee their own country. We are now 
getting ready for Christmas by writing to those in our local care home to hopefully brighten their holiday 
period. 
Empire Class have used this term’s book ‘Celebrations around the world’ to  
help us to consider how other people celebrate their faiths, cultures, and  
identities. We found that Mexico’s celebration of the Day of the Dead is a  
celebration that is colourful, joyful and is to honour ancestors, but also to  
remind themselves that death is just a part of life. That India’s Diwali  
honours the Hindu goddess of wealth, Lakshmi and that the lights and lamps  
are said to help Lakshmi find her way into people’s homes. Also, our  
celebration in England of Guy Fawkes is to celebrate that Guy Fawkes along  
with a group of men didn't manage their plot to blow up the Houses of  
Parliament and kill King James 1 and his Government.  
Roman Class have worked very hard towards their individual learning plan  
targets this term and worked upon generalising these skills through our topic  
‘Celebrations.’ We have explored a variety of celebrations through sensory  
journeys, cooking, crafts and resonance board activities. We explored the  
celebration of firework night, visited Mexico for the festival of Dia de los  
muertos and India to prepare for the celebration of Diwali.  
Sparta Class learnt about “being different” and how our differences should be celebrated and not 
persecuted. We have been learning about the various festivals of light celebrated by religions across the 
world. Pupils have learnt about the stories and traditions of different cultures during “Hanukkah”, 
“Diwali” and “Christmas” and have explored different foods associated with these festivals during cooking 
lessons. In English, we have been reading the book “The Boy in the Dress” by David Walliams. It tells the 
story of a twelve-year-old boy who enjoys football and dresses, highlighting and discussing the reactions of 
his family and friends. Pupils have really enjoyed this book and I’m very proud of how sensible they have 
been whilst reading it.  
Tudor Class explored a variety of celebrations including; Halloween, Firework night, Diwali, 
Remembrance Day and we are now exploring Christmas. A young man in our class called Harry planned 
a musical show on Friday 27th to raise funds for his chosen charity, Friends of Milestone. He planned the 
whole event and created his own music, he raised a magnificent £49.49. Congratulations Harry for a good 

job done, we are very proud of you.  
Saxon class have been learning about 'Celebrations around the World'. We travelled to America for 
Halloween, Mexico for Day of the Dead, India for Diwali, then the UK for Poppy day and Guy Fawkes 
night. Robert liked 'Day of the Dead' as he liked the colourful festival. Jake liked cooking from all 
countries, but liked shortbread the best. We have made a class advent calendar  
that is included in the communication time each morning, where the star of the  
day finds the number and receives a candy cane and chocolate.  
Norman Class have enjoyed exploring the topic of ‘How we express ourselves and  
celebrations’. We have explored and completed a variety of topic activities  
focussing on different celebrations around the world including Diwali, Halloween,  
Guy Fawkes Night, Day of the Dead and Christmas. Pupils have particularly  
loved Cooking and Nutrition lessons where we have made a variety of foods  
including Diwali coconut sweets, Mexican Pan de Muertos bread, gingerbread  
houses and melted snowman biscuits.  
A huge thank you for all your support across this exceptional year and wishing  
you all a wonderful Christmas and start to 2021.  

Noleen Donaghy- Parkhouse - Phase 3 Leader   
Lucie Featherstone - Assistant Principal Phase 3  
 

 
 

Phase 3 
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Milestone @ the Leigh have had a busy and productive term. In science, we have been working with the 
Leigh Academy Science Department to answer questions about life: What is life? What makes something 
alive? What are the conditions needed for life? Could there be life on other planets? Students have conducted 
a range of experiments, including growing bean plants in different conditions, and simulating the 
conditions on other planets in order to test how likely it is for life to  
exist there.  
 
Equiano Class students learned about the power of persuasive  
writing, and the role of protest in a democracy. They even launched  
their own demonstration against Kyle's choices of approved  
Christmas music, successfully campaigning for a change in the rules.  
 
All M@L students have been developing their writing skills, and  
have spent time this term learning and applying techniques  
including using a range of punctuation, complex and compound  
sentences, similes, metaphors and onomatopeia.  
Kyle Marsh – Satellite Director 

 
 

Friends of Milestone 
This is just a quick line to say that The Friends of Milestone still exist and are trying against all odds to 
carry on as normal. Unfortunately, the committee have been unable to meet this year but we have tried to 
keep in touch.  
Covid permitting we will be organising our Summer Fete and very much look forward to catching up with 
everyone there. Hopefully we will be able to announce the date in next  
term’s Newsletter. In spite of everything we have still been receiving  
donations and our friend Matt is still managing to keep up his training  
for the Brighton Marathon which, we hope, will take place in April 2021. 
  
Keep safe everyone. See you on the other side.  
 
Lyn French (yes, I’m still here) - Secretary - FOM 

 

 Imago Short Breaks Service 
Imago is a local charity that works with SEN children and their families in Kent, running youth clubs and 
day trips. We are open and taking referrals, and we’re keen to support as many families as we can. Please 
see the links below for more information and to make a referral.  
Short Breaks information: Short Breaks Service (imago.community) 
Make a referral: Short Breaks Referral 2018 (typeform.com) 
 

 

Milestone@The Leigh Academy (M@TLA) 

School Photos 
Braiswick photographers will be coming in on the following dates to do school photographs so please add 
the dates to your diaries:  
Thursday 28th January – Main site 
Tuesday 26th January – M@TLA – 9:15am (approx.) 
Tuesday 26th January – M@DPA – 10:30am (approx.) 
Tuesday 26th January – M@WA – 2pm (approx.) 
 
The photographers will wear PPE, socially distance at all times, there will be a strict timetable through the 
phases (bubbles) and frequent touch points cleaned in between bubbles . 

 

 

https://www.imago.community/Children-and-Young-People/Short-Breaks-Service
https://imagocommunity.typeform.com/to/grAuUB
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Phase 4 has worked incredibly hard throughout term 2 and it has been fantastic to see our 
students continue to thrive during these challenging times. When necessary, we have also 
completed a range of different activities whilst learning from home and it has been fantastic to 
see how all of the students have engaged with this. 
Scotney Class have been learning about different events and festivals.   
We have taken part in assemblies for Guy Fawkes where we did  
splatter painting and made our own edible rockets from bananas,  
melted chocolate and coloured sprinkles. On Remembrance Day, we  
enjoyed a story of how the poppy became a national symbol and made  
our own poppies. We celebrated Diwali by colouring our own rice and  
making rangoli patterns and for Children in Need we finger painted  
Pudsey and made spotty icing for our cakes! 
Canterbury Class have been focusing on safety, particularly on  
crossing the road, hand washing and fire evacuation procedures.  
We have worked hard on our outdoor area, building some new flower  
beds, clearing leaves and weeding our existing raised beds. We have  
also learnt how to make and maintain bird feeders as part of an  
ASDAN qualification. Our sensory story was the Wizard of Oz and life size collages of the tin 
man, scarecrow etc were made to hang in the corridors. 
Leeds Class have been working on lots of different things. We have enjoyed taking part in cooking, 
sensory stories and sensology. Sensology has been a new activity for Leeds Class and it has been 
fun as it involves using all of our senses; our hearing, touching, seeing, tasting and looking. 
Dover Class have been learning about our feelings during PSHE.  
Pupils have begun to identify positive ways of thinking to enable  
us to complete activities we find tricky. We have been enjoying  
listening to ‘Once Upon a Wild Wood’ which is a story containing  
a range of different fairytale characters. Pupils really enjoyed  
being able to spot the different characters and identify what  
other stories they were from. 
Eynsford Class have been working very hard in maths,  
distinguishing between size; we have been exploring the size of  
items during our daily life skills- we have been sorting washing  
by pairing clothing together based on size. We have also been  
accessing the apparatus during our weekly PE lessons, exploring  
space and balance. Pupils really enjoyed the rope swings in PE, and  
were working in pairs to take turns accessing the swings, as well as  
communicating to our friends when it was their turn. 
 
Thank you to our parents, carers and families for continuing to  
work with us to best support our young people's learning during  
such challenging times. We would like to wish everyone a safe and  
happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the  
new year. 
 
Terry Brock Assistant Principal and Phase 4 Director 
Faye Mendez – Phase 4 Leader 

Phase 4 
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What a term! Busy as ever with plenty crammed in from  
hard work and mock exams to fundraising and Christmas  
celebrations. Y11s - the students have studied the Tudors,  
making Tudor roses from clay and models of houses.  
Their science topic was living things and they have  
also taken part in a murder mystery investigation. 
6th form - as well as working towards mock exams in maths,  
English and ICT their main topic for the BTEC in workskills  
has been enterprise. They have taken on the Ellenor Challenge  
to grow £50 and their aim before June is £500! 
Determined not to be deterred by the current guidelines the  
whole department came together for a Nandos Christmas  
Lunch. We can only applaud the staff at Nandos at  
Bluewater for their support and generosity to make such a  
huge order happen.  
The students donned their ‘glad rags’ and all competed for  
the most coveted of prizes - one of six handmade  
‘Celebrations Trees’. These were won by Leo, Laura, Luke,  
Josh and Kane. With the overall first prize going to Clare! 
And finally, The Ellenor Fundraiser. The students worked  
in groups and chose different ways to raise money, they  
decided to incorporate it with Christmas Jumper Day  
and are hoping to raise lots of money towards their  
ambitious goal. 
 
Liesl Andersson – Satellite Director 

 
 

Curriculum Update 
 
The Milestone Academy curriculum approach reflects  
our respect for each pupil as an individual, aiming to  
develop knowledge, understanding, skills and  
independence. Integral to the International  
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme are the  
Learner Profile Attributes which promote the education  
of the whole child to become a lifelong learner and  
responsible citizen, supporting and enabling them to  
participate in and contribute to life in the modern world.  
Preparing the whole child for the next steps in their  
learning involves academic, personal, physical,  
emotional and social growth. The 10 learner profile  
attributes are shown in the outer ring below and class  
teams are reflecting on how each individual pupil shows  
this and how to develop this further. Attributes that  
have been focused on so far include ‘communicators’  
and ‘caring’, so central to our pupil’s learning. 

 
During Term 3, all phases across school will be focusing on the PYP transdisciplinary theme of ‘Where 
we are in Place and Time’, with the central theme and learning individualised for each phase and class. 
 
Janet Tidmas - Vice Principal 

 

 

Milestone@Wilmington Academy (M@WA) 
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Events at Milestone in Term 2 

 

M@DPA Project 
This term, the children at Milestone@DPA have been collecting empty crisp packets to  
help the homeless. We have found a charity that will turn their crisp packets into  
sleeping bags. 150 empty crisp packets can be ironed together to create a waterproof  
sleeping bag to keep a homeless person stay drier and warmer this winter. So far, the  
children at M@DPA have collected over 300 crisp packets and counting! They have  
really embraced the idea of helping the less fortunate and recycling their rubbish in a  
creative way.  

 

Strictly Christmas Dancing 

Phase 3 will be performing a Strictly Christmas Dancing style play, where each class will perform 
a dance/song/signing dressed as the Nativity characters, this will take place on Wednesday 

morning via Google meet. 

 

 

 

 

Christingle Service 
 
As part of our Religious Education syllabus, students are encouraged to  
explore different cultures and faiths. At this time of the year many faiths  
celebrate new beginnings, most of these celebrations are inspired by  
Christmas and Hanukkah.  
 
This week, students were able to look at and take part in a Christain  
Christmas tradition through our Christingle Assembly. They were  
encouraged to explore some of the Christain faith, by thinking and looking  
at the different parts of the Christingle orange and learning about what  
these represent.  
 
Students had the opportunity to make a Christingle orange with their  
peers in class and sharing in a whole academy community at the same time.  
They learnt that Jesus is thought to be the light of the world and that they could be little lights too, 
through helping each other and being kind. 

 

 

 

9 LESSONS AND CAROLS 
As you will have seen from the last newsletter, our Music Teacher, Jack Coleman, has been running 
Milestone Radio, which has been a great way to bring all school sites together regularly at a time when 
we cannot meet in the ways we would like to. 
 
Last Friday, 11th December, Jack and Angie Frost, organised a virtual 9 Lessons and Carols service for 
the whole school.  Pupils and staff enjoyed a range of different seasonal tunes, including one played by 
Jack himself on his guitar.  Readings were delivered by some of our pupils, who did an amazing job, and 
some pupils and staff showed us some of their best dance moves! 
 
This is another example of how technology has helped us to still come together as a community during 
this period - through virtual briefings, meetings, radio, services etc. 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to Jack, Angie and everyone who supported the event and joined in, 
it really helped bring the Christmas spirit to Milestone! 
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Trips & Other Contributions 
Payment can be made via our online payment system SchoolMoney (www.eduspot.co.uk) which is our 
preferred option or via cash or cheque. If you have not previously logged into SchoolMoney and need a 
reminder of your password please contact the finance office (finance@milestoneacademy.org.uk). 
If you send money into school please enclose it in a sealed envelope clearly labelled with your child’s name, 
class and the nature of the payment. Cheques should be made payable to “Milestone Academy”. We strongly 
discourage sending in large amounts of cash with your child or with your child’s transport escort. We 
cannot be held responsible for money which goes missing between home and school. 
If you send in cash, please send in the exact amount of money requested as we do not always have 
immediate access to change and want to avoid sending home money with pupils which may go missing. 
 

Dinner Money 
Main site (New Ash Green): 

Payment is required in advance for school meals which are currently charged at £2.20 per day - weekly 
cost £11.00. The school will not allow large debts to accumulate for dinner money. 
Dinner money is run on an account system and a charge will only be made on the days that your child has 
a meal. Payment can be made via SchoolMoney, cash or cheque. Payments will be credited to the account 
as soon as they are received and any money remaining on the account at the end of the week will be 
carried over to the following week. It is the responsibility of parents/carers to pay the amount they wish to 
be credited to the account and ensure the account remains in credit. We do not send home change. 
SchoolMoney is our preferred method of payment. SchoolMoney will show the maximum amount which is 
payable for school dinners for the whole year and you should change this to the actual amount you wish to 
pay. It does not provide the facility to check the balance on your child’s dinner money account and if you 
require an update on this you should contact the finance office. 
Dinner money sent into school should be in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, class and “Dinner 
Money” written on it. This will help ensure it is allocated to your child’s account correctly. 

Milestone @ Dartford Primary Academy (DPA): 
School dinners are provided by Olive Dining with payment being made directly to them. Payment 
arrangements will be advised separately by the Star Centre. As with the main site, payment is required in 
advance and Olive Dining will not allow large debts to accumulate. 

Milestone@The Leigh (M@TLA) & Milestone @ Wilmington (M@WA: 
Meal options and payment arrangements will be advised separately directly from those satellites. 

 

Guidance on making payments 

 

Sports News 
 
The PE department have been delighted to be able to meet with coaches from outside agencies including 
Beaming Stars Gymnastics, Dartford District FA (Football) and Kent County Cricket in order to agree on 
a Covid 19 Risk Assessment for each organisation which they have adapted in line with our own. This has 
ensured that these extra physical activity sessions have been able to take place consistently and provide 
students with an opportunity to enhance their physical fitness and mental well being. It has been fantastic 
to see all students enjoying these sessions over the last couple of terms as well as working with students 
delivering the PE curriculum during specialist PE lessons across phases. 
As a school we have signed up to take part in the 'Daily Mile' this is a national scheme aimed at offering 
at least 15 mins extra physical activity for students in all classes, in different ways. I will be meeting with 
phase leads to promote this programme within the school next term. Thank you for your ongoing support! 
Steve Devereux - Head of PE 

 

http://www.eduspot.co.uk/
mailto:finance@milestoneacademy.org.uk
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MEDICATION 

Please ensure that any medication sent to school is passed from adult to adult and not in your child’s 
school bag. Please be aware that KCC provide the school transport. Please ensure that the driver and 
escort know of any medical needs that your child may have. 

 

Healthcare Plans for pupils  
There is a dedicated email address for changes/amendments to IHPs. We are asking parents/carers to 
please email: pupilhealthplans@milestoneacademy.org.uk with any changes or amendments to their child’s 
IHP. If you do not have access to emails, then please write to Nigel Jones, Principal, with any changes or 
amendments needed to your child’s IHP. 

 

 
 
NHS Referrals  
The Therapy team would like families to be aware that although school does refer and will continue to refer 
pupils to the NHS Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy teams, families are able to refer their children 
themselves using The Pod – Children’s Therapies.  
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/childrens-therapies-the-pod/ 
Therapists will contact families to let them know if their child meets their criteria. They will then be given an 
appointment at school or The Children's Resource Centre if accepted onto their caseload.  If families would like 
to discuss any concerns with referrals please contact the Therapy team at school. 
Alternative & Augmentative Communication (AAC)  
It's been lovely to see pupils using their different communication systems. Teaching staff are  
great at helping pupils communicate.  Here are some tips when supporting your child to use  
their communication system:  
1. Be ready to wait, after asking a question. 
2. Use the communication system to give your own answers. This will help model where  
different vocabulary is. 
3.Use the communication system alongside activities that motivate your child. This could be  
while playing favourite games, or doing something fun together. 
4. Support your child to use their system for different reasons including requesting,  
greeting, commenting and chatting. 
Use of Chews  
Many children use chews to help self-regulation; it can help to calm, focus and engage.   
Children do not need to have chews on them at all times.  Maximise the effectiveness of  
the chew by giving it when they really need it; this will be different for every child.   
Check the chew daily for signs of damage.  Wash it daily with warm soapy water.  
The Balanced System Scheme for Schools  
Milestone is a Balanced System Scheme for Schools ‘Centre of Excellence’ for speech, language  
and communication.  We are also working our way towards the same accreditation for participation and 
engagement.  Based on our excellence in these areas we are now working with KCC, local CCGs and service 
providers as part of a five year plan to improve SLCN across Kent.   
End of Term Celebrations  
Highly skilled identification of pupil needs across all classes. 
Amazing support of communication, sensory and physical needs across all phases. 
Fantastic signing in phase 1 and well done to Sparta class for learning to sign. 
Amazing use of visuals and communication resources in phase 2.  
A very inclusive sensory Nativity from Flamingo class which made us smile. 
 
Christmas Wishes from Liz, Karen, Laura, Gem, Anne, Terri & Tim to all our wonderful teaching colleagues 
and families.  
 

Therapy Team News 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pupilhealthplans@milestoneacademy.org.uk
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